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young officers of the King's household. One night each of
these has a singular dream which they relate to their Hebrew
friend, who tells the one that his vision signifies impending
execution, the other that his indicates approaching release
and restoration to favour; and at the same time he requests
the latter to mention his own hard case before King Reyyan.
Things fall out as Joseph has predicted, but the fortunate
officer forgets all about his friend until long afterwards, when
Reyyan himself has a strange dream of seven fat kine followed
by seven lean, and seven full ears of corn followed by seven
thin. None is found able to interpret this vision, the dream-
readers pronouncing it to be of the class of'tangled dreams' *
and consequently without significance, till the officer, bethink-
ing him of Joseph, mentions him to the King, who bids
him go straightway to the prison and inquire of the youth
the interpretation. Joseph answers that it foretells seven years
of plenty followed by seven years of dearth. Hastening back
to the King, the officer relates what he has been told; and
the monarch, delighted at this sagacity, desires Joseph to
appear before him. This the latter declines to do until his
innocence is established. So at his desire Zelikha and the
ladies who were present at her banquet are summoned to
the royal presence, where they all admit that Joseph is
blameless and Zelikha confesses that she alone is the guilty
one. Joseph is then led with great pomp before King Reyyan,
who, won by his wise words, makes him Grandee of Egypt
and virtual ruler of the country.

The old Grandee, Potiphar, dies soon after this, and Zelikha,
still wildly in love with Joseph, parts with all her riches to
those who bring her news concerning her beloved. With hair
turned white through bitter sorrow, and eyes blinded from
constant weeping, she dwells, a poor beggar, in a hut of

1 See vol. i, p. 57, n. I.